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AboUT This UniT gUide

This documenT is meanT To acT as a uniT guide 
for Teachers and insTrucTors. This documenT 
conTains in depTh background informaTion on uniT
Topics, quesTions and poinTers To help guide class 
discussions, links To videos and powerpoinTs To 
show in class, and lesson worksheeTs, among 
oTher Things. 
This uniT guide conTains individual lesson plans 
ThaT can be TaughT eiTher in The conTexT of, or 
independenTly from, The uniT guide.
you can find all relaTed documenTs To This uniT, 
The individual lesson plans, and The virTual sTudenT 
worksheeTs on The beyond walls webpage. 
auThored by danielle bell, educaTion and 
engagemeNT manager
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Middle School

Visual Arts

Creating

• Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work.
(5-6.V.Cr.01)

• Organize and develop artistic ideas and work.
(5-6.V.Cr.02)

• Refine and complete artistic work. (5-6.V.Cr.03.a-b)

Presenting

• Select, analyze and interpret artistic work for
presentation. (5-6.V.P.04)

• Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for
presentation.(5-6.V.P.05)

• Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic
work. (5-6.V.P.06)

Responding

• Perceive and analyze artistic work. (5-6.V.R.07)
• Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work.

(5-6.V.R.08)
• Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work. Evaluate

a piece of artwork based on a predetermined list of
criteria. (5-6.V.R.09)

Connecting

• Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal
experiences to make art. Describe and demonstrate
personal artistic style and preferences.
(5-6.V.Co.10)

• Relate artistic ideas and works to societal, cultural
and historical contexts to deepen understanding.
(5-6.M.Co.11)

English Language Arts

Production and Distribution of Writing

• Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and style are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience. (W.6.4)

Comprehension and Collaboration

• Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led)
with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly. (SL.6.1)

•	
•	 Interpret information presented in diverse media and

formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and
explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue
under study. (SL.6.2)

Knowledge of Language

• Use knowledge of language and its conventions when
writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (L.6.3)

extensions for ELA curriculum frameworks are 
listed below

Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks
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Vocabulary

Lesson Objectives

Students will be able to…

1. Read and interpret data and charts
2. Formulate and voice their opinions on a
particular topic
3. Engage in thoughtful discussions with their
peers
4. Develop skills in creative self expression
5. Respond to current events

1. Wheatpaste

Materials

Paper
Coloring utencils
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Lesson Plan Procedures

In this lesson, students will spend time reflecting 
on their relationship with the American flag and 
discussing their opinions with their classmates. 
Afterwards, students will participate in an art  
activity inspired by Sheila Pree Bright’s “Young 
American” series where they will reimagine the 
design of the flag.

YouGov in partnership with NBCLX finds that 
while most Americans are proud of the US 
flag, minorities and younger Americans tend to 
hold the flag in less esteem than older white
Americans do. 

About 7 in 10 (72%) Americans say the American 
flag makes them feel proud. Americans under 35 
(56%) are less likely than those who are 35-to-
54 years old (71%) or 55 and older (67%) to say 
the flag makes them feel proud.  

There are also differences when it comes to 
race: most white Americans (79%) say the flag 
makes them feel proud, while fewer Hispanic 
Americans (67%) and Black Americans (59%) 
feel the same way.

The American Flag Today

Intoduction
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To start this lesson, ask students if they have ever thought about what the 
American flag means to them. Have any students ever held an American flag? Show 
students the three charts in the PowerPoint and discuss the data as a class.



From this data, we can see that Americans under 35 
and those Americans who identify as BIPOC have a 
different kind of relationship with the American flag 
than older white Americans. But why is that? 

From the video, it is clear that Americans today, 
especially young BIPOC Americans, have a 
mixed relationship with the American flag. In 
her “Young Americans” series, artist Sheila 
Pree Bright uses photography to explore the 
relationship between various individuals and the
American flag. 

At this point, show students the following video from NBCLX in which different
generations discuss what the american flag means to them:

hTTps://www.lx.com/communiTy/These-Two-neighborhoods-illusTraTe-The-counTrys-
divided-feelings-abouT-The-american-flag/33657/ 

afTerwards, discuss as a class whaT They saw in The video. 

alTernaTively, have The class break up inTo smaller groups To encourage more 
ThoughTful discussions away from The pressure Talking To The class aT large. 
quesTions To help guide This discussion include:

1. What did some of the people in the video say about what the American flag
represents to them?
2. Was there an opinion expressed in the video that you agree with? Was there an
opinion that you disagree with?
3. What do you think about when you see the American flag?

Afterwards come together and talk about the above questions as a class.

Sheila Pree Bright
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Through her photography,  Sheila Pree Bright, a 
Georgia native who is currently based in Atlanta, 
has routinely questioned the power structures
that inform representations of African American 
communities and individuals.

https://www.lx.com/community/these-two-neighborhoods-illustrate-the-countrys-divided-feelings-about-the-american-flag/33657/


Her objective is to capture images that allow the 
viewer to experience those who are unheard as they
contemplate or voice their reaction to ideas and
issues that are shaping their world.

In 2021, Sheila created a body of work in Lynn, MA 
called “Re-Birth.” The installation consisted of a 
number of wheatpastes posted in the streets of Lynn 
of photographs from her “Young Americans” series. 

Wheatpaste is a gel or liquid adhesive made from 
wheat flour or starch and water. It has been used 
since antiquity for various arts and crafts, including 
adhering paper posters and notices to walls.
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Photo of Sheila Pree Bright, courtesy of Boston University 
Webpage

At this point, show students an image of one of Sheila’s wheatpasted photos.  
Have students fill out the Lesson Form (located below and on the Beyond Walls 
webpage) as they examine the work.

Afterwards, discuss everyone’s responses as a class

While in conversations with diverse students from 
around the country, Sheila found a common thread 
among their voices about the complicated relationship
with the American flag and the great American myth.

For this photography series, Sheila shows diverse 
young Americans who are new to the voting system 
and exploring ideas of what it means to be American. 
The sitters express their perspectives in a statement 
and pose in their chosen stance with the American 
flag. Sheila believes that these portraits will 
symbolize the nation’s re-birth, challenging a broken 
system in which the next generation will inherit.



Extension for English Language Arts
W.6.3

Have students write an essay about what the American 
flag means to them. For this essay, students are 
encouraged to be honest and even reference recent
events if relevant. To aid the narrative of the essay, 
students are encouraged to participate in the art
activity and write the essay in response to the flag they
created
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Art Activity

For this activity, students are asked to redesign 
the American flag based on their relationship 
with the flag and what they believe the it should
represent.

To help inspire sTudenTs, show Them The following video in which parTicipanTs of 
sheila’s “young americans” series discuss The inspiraTion behind Their porTraiT.
hTTps://www.youTube.com/waTch?v=jfnTg_dwjuo (waTch unTil aT leasT 3:26)
nexT, have sTudenTs fill ouT The “whaT The american flag means To me” worksheeT 
(lisTed below). sTudenTs will use Their responses To The worksheeT To plan how 
They wanT Their american flag To look. 
afTerwards, sTudenTs will presenT Their flags To The class, explaining Their design 
choices.
Things sTudenTs should keep in mind:
1. The traditional elements of the flag: stars, stripes, and colors. Do you want
your flag to include these elements? Or do you want to break from tradition?
2. What do you want your flag to represent? For example, most people associate
freedom with the current American flag.
3. each element of the American flag has a meaning behind it, whether its the colors
or the shapes. What will each element in your flag represent?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFntG_dWJuo


Differentiation

This lesson plan accommodates each of the four 
learning styles: visual, auditory, reading and 
writing, and kinesthetic.

This lesson plan engages visual learners by 
having them engage with and analyze photography
examples and by watching videos of artist
interviews. 

This lesson plan engages auditory learners by 
having them listen to the lecture and by watching
videos where artists discuss their artistic
practices.

This lesson plan engages reading and writing 
learners by having them fill out the accompanying
Lesson Forms

This lesson plan engages kinesthetic learners by 
providing a tactile experience in which students
get to create their own version of the American 
flag.

AssessmenT

assessmenT is conducTed regularly ThroughouT 
This lesson Through group discussions. 
for alTernaTives, The link below will Take you 
To a documenT wiTh a comprehensive lisT of
assessmenT opTions. Though They are geared more 
Towards visual arTs, They can be alTered or used 
for oTher curriculums, such as ela and science/
Technology.
hTTps://uploads.ThearTofeducaTion.edu/2016/03/
ulTimaTe-assessmenT-guide.pdf

Exit slips are also a great strategy for 
assessment at the end of a lesson. For these 
slips, have students respond to the following 
questions:
1. Write one thing you learned today
2. Write one question you have about today’s

lesson
3. Did you enjoy the lesson activities?
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https://uploads.theartofeducation.edu/2016/03/Ultimate-Assessment-Guide.pdf


Contact Us

References

hTTps://www.sheilapreebrighT.com

hTTps://aperTure.org/ediTorial/vision-jusTice-sheila-
pree-brighT/

hTTps://Today.yougov.com/Topics/poliTics/arTicles-
reporTs/2021/03/31/whaT-americans-Think-american-
flag-poll-daTa

hTTps://www.lx.com/communiTy/These-Two-
neighborhoods-illusTraTe-The-counTrys-divided-
feelings-abouT-The-american-flag/33657/

This lesson plan was created as a tool to help 
teachers inocroprate street art into their
curriculum. If there is anything you liked or wish 
to see added, email us at 
admin@beyond-walls.org

Visit Us At

 @beyondwallslynn

 @beyondwallslynn

or aT our websiTe beyondwalls.org
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Lesson Form

1.	 Describe what you see in the wheat pasted photo.

2.	 What do you think is the message of this photo?

Watch the video of Sheila talking about her art, then answer the remianing questions.

3.	 In her photography series, what was Sheila taking photos of?

4.	 What was the purpose of Sheila’s photography series?

Name:

Date:



5.  Now that you have watched Sheila’s video, look back at the first photo you saw. What message do 
you think the child in the photo was trying to send?



What the American Flag Means to Me...

1.	 What do you think the American flag symbolizes for the nation?

2.	 Do you think the American flag symbolizes the same thing to ALL U.S. Americans? Why or why 
not?

3.	 Would you be comfortable, uncomfortable, or indifferent about being in a neighborhood with 
American flags hanging in front of every house? Explain your answer.

4.	 When I see the American flag, I think of _________ (write down as many words as you want)

5.	 What do you think the American flag SHOULD symbolize?

Name:

Date:




