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about thiS unit guidE

This documenT is meanT To acT as a uniT guide 
for Teachers and insTrucTors. This documenT 
conTains in depTh background informaTion on uniT
Topics, quesTions and poinTers To help guide class 
discussions, links To videos and powerpoinTs To 
show in class, and lesson worksheeTs, among 
oTher Things. 
This uniT guide conTains individual lesson plans 
ThaT can be TaughT eiTher in The conTexT of, or 
independenTly from, The uniT guide.
you can find all relaTed documenTs To This uniT, 
The individual lesson plans, and The virTual sTudenT 
worksheeTs on The beyond walls webpage.
auThored by danielle bell, educaTion and 
engagememT manager
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6th Grade

Visual Arts

Creating

• Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work.
(5-6.V.Cr.01)

• Organize and develop artistic ideas and work.
(5-6.V.Cr.02)

• Refine and complete artistic work. (5-6.V.Cr.03.a-b)

Presenting

• Select, analyze and interpret artistic work for
presentation. (5-6.V.P.04)

• Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for
presentation.(5-6.V.P.05)

• Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic
work. (5-6.V.P.06)

Responding

• Perceive and analyze artistic work. (5-6.V.R.07)
• Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work.

(5-6.V.R.08)
• Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work. Evaluate

a piece of artwork based on a predetermined list of
criteria. (5-6.V.R.09)

Connecting

• Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal
experiences to make art. Describe and demonstrate
personal artistic style and preferences.
(5-6.V.Co.10)

• Relate artistic ideas and works to societal, cultural
and historical contexts to deepen understanding.
(5-6.M.Co.11)

English Language Arts

Production and Distribution of Writing

• Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and style are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience. (W.6.4)

Comprehension and Collaboration

• Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led)
with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly. (SL.6.1)

•	
•	 Interpret information presented in diverse media and

formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and
explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue
under study. (SL.6.2)

Knowledge of Language

• Use knowledge of language and its conventions when
writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (L.6.3)

extensions for ELA curriculum frameworks are 
listed below

Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks
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Vocabulary

Lesson Objectives

1. Define symbols and symbolism
2. Identify symbols in their daily lives
3. Discuss the multiple facets that make up one’s
identity
4. Express their identity and cultural heritage
through art.

1. symbol
2. symbolism

Materials

Paper
Colored pencils, markers, or crayons
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Lesson Plan Procedures

To start this lesson, gauge the classroom on 
their knowledge of Puerto Rico. See if any 
students have heard about, been to, are from, or 
know anyone from the island. 
For this lesson, students will learn about the 
power of art to express oneself and culture. 
Students will learn this by examining the public 
art in Puerto Rico, specifically the art of 
Puerto Rican artist, David Zayas. Students 
will then apply this same lens to themselves, 
reflecting on the things that make up their
own identity and creating a work of art that
illustrates these things using symbolism.

Puerto Rico is a small country (roughly the size 
of the state of Connecticut) made up of seven 
islands located between the Atlantic Ocean 
and the Caribbean Sea. The island is world-
renowned for its pristine beaches, lush tropical 
forests, and stunning 16th century Spanish 
colonial architecture. While these features 
are well documented in tourism magazines and
advertising, less attention is directed towards 
the depth and scope of the island’s vibrant 
arts and culture scene. Nurtured by 500 years 
of multiculturalism, the arts are ingrained in 
Puerto Rico’s DNA. Art defines their Puerto 
Rican identity, or their puertorriqueñidad 
(Puerto Rican-ness).

Brief History of Puerto Rico

Intoduction
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Puerto Rican art is the result of a unique blend 
of the island’s tropical surroundings, it’s history, 
events, and BIPOC cultures. For example, 
Christopher Columbus landed on the island in 
1493 and it remained colonized by the Spanish 
until 1898. However, long before the arrival of 
Columbus, Puerto Rico and other Caribbean islands 
were inhabited by the indigenous Taino people. 
Upon colonization, the Taino people, as well as 
imported Africans, worked as slaves on sugar cane 
planations. Through this colonization, a mingling 
of people and classes occurred which, overtime, 
resulted in the rich, blended Puerto Rican culture 
we see today. 

While there is no singular definition of Puerto Rican 
identity, if you ask the locals, they will agree that 
the most meaningful descriptions rely on what they
call nuestro arte y cultura (our arts and culture).

While art permeates all corners of Puerto 
Rico, the largest concentration of both art 
and world-renowned artists can be found in the 
capital, San Juan. San Juan has emerged as the 
epicenter of art in the Caribbean, specifically 
the Santurce district. This artsy district is 
the result of a community of artists coming
together year after year to “fix-up” a forgotten 
neighborhood. Over time, the community of 
artists grew into a movement motivated by the
idea that art can change and heal buildings as
well as people. 

At this point, ask students to consider their own identity. What ideas, things, 
cultures, etc. do they identify with? On a blank sheet of paper, have students write 
down three to five things that make up their identity. Afterwards, have the class 
stand up and move around the room, stopping at every desk and reading what their 
classmates have written. Students will make a tally mark next to each item they 
also identify with. In this exercise, students will learn what they have in common 
with their classmates, creating a sense of community. Tell students to keep their 
list as they will use it in a later activity. 

San Juan and Santurce

© 2022 Beyond Walls, Inc. All rights reserved.

“Puerto Rico (Mix Photos)” by R9 Studios FL (Thanks to all the 
fans!!!) is marked with  CC BY 2.0.
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David Zayas is a Puerto Rican artist that has created 
murals in Spain, Brazil, Mexico, Paraguay, and the 
USA. You can find many of Zayas’ murals in the 
Santruce neighborhood. In his art, Zayas heavily 
incorporates symbolism as a tool to tell stories
about the human experience and the journey from life
to death. 

Symbolism is the idea that things represent other 
things when presented in certain contexts. Usually, 
meaning is given to these things by the viewer who
brings with them preconceived notions about the
world filtered through their experience and culture.

aT This poinT, show sTudenTs The below video which discusses The prevalence of public 
arT/sTreeT arT in puerTo rico. iT is imporTanT for The Teacher To noTe aT This poinT ThaT 
The Terms “public arT” and “sTreeT arT” can be used inTerchangeably. while waTching The 
video, sTudenTs should Take noTe of The differenT Types of arT They see. 

hTTps://youTu.be/gpcd1eihxug 

afTer waTching The video, discuss as a class The following quesTions:

1. What different types of art did you notice in the video?
2. Was there one artwork in particular you saw that you liked or that stood out to you

the most?
3. In the video, the sculptor talks about there being a lot of “public art” in Puerto Rico.

What do you think “public art” means?
4. What did the artist say their mosaic is about?

According to the mosaic artist in the video, “the 
art in Puerto Rico is it’s biggest export.” From 
this quote, it is clear that art plays a prominent 
role in Puerto Rican life. We can also see from the 
mosaic artist, as well as the video as a whole, that 
representation of Puerto Rican identity is important 
as well and is represented through an elaborate
system of symbols.

David Zayas and Symbolism
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This image was originally posted to Flickr by Juan Cristobal Zulueta 
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https://youtu.be/gPCd1eIhXug


aT This poinT, have sTudenTs Think of The color yellow. ask Them whaT emoTion or 
feeling They associaTe wiTh yellow. happiness? sadness? anger? Tell Them ThaT by 
assigning an emoTion or feeling To a color, They have made ThaT color inTo a symbol. 
nexT, show sTudenTs an assorTmenT of symbols (ex: sTop sign, skull, american flag, 
Tree, eTc.) and ask Them whaT They Think of when They see each. 
nexT, show sTudenTs The image of zayas’ mural in lowell, ma called “oTro rumbo”, 
which TranslaTes To “anoTher course”. have sTudenTs fill ouT The lesson form 
(locaTed below and on The beyond walls webpage) as They examine The mural.
have sTudenTs answer The firsT Two quesTions on The lesson form, Then show 
sTudenTs The following video of david zayas speaking abouT his mural:
hTTps://vimeo.com/667399393 
have The sTudenTs answer The lasT Two quesTions on The lesson form in groups.
afTer The sTudenTs have compleTed The form, discuss everyones responses as a 
class. 

Extension for English Language Arts
W.6.2

Have students write a narrative essay about a time 
in their life when they were faced with an obstacle
that they had to ‘fight’ to overcome. For this essay, 
students will come up with a single symbol that
represents every item on the list they created earlier. 
Students must write about their obstacle from the 
perspective of the object/thing they chose as their 
symbol for their identity. To help, remind students 
of Zayas’ mural and how the rooster represents the 
fighting spirit of the girl.

Art Activity

Through the art of David Zayas, the viewer 
learns not only about Puerto Rican culture, but 
the different aspects that make up the identity of
the artist, including what things are important to 
him. From this, we see that art can be used as a 
tool to learn about cultures and people outside
of ourselves, and to express ourselves to the 
world. 
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For this artwork, students must meet the following criteria:

1. Include a portrait of themselves in their composition
2. Incorporate three to five symbols in their composition
3. The symbols must represent either individual items or the general theme of their

list

Once the artwork is complete, students must write a one page essay describing their 
artwork and the symbols they included. Students must also present their work of 
art to the class and talk about its meaning, including the meaning of the symbols.

For this activity, students will use the list they 
created earlier in this lesson about the facets
of their identity. Students will create a work of 
art that illustrates who they are using both the
mural by David Zayas and their list as an aid.
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Assessment

Differentiation

This lesson plan accommodates each of the four 
learning styles: visual, auditory, reading and 
writing, and kinesthetic.

This lesson plan engages visual learners by 
having them engage with and analyze art examples
and by watching lesson-related videos. 

This lesson plan engages auditory learners by 
having them listen to the lesson lecture and by
watching lesson-related videos.

This lesson plan engages reading and writing 
learners by having them fill out the Lesson Form 
that accompanies this lesson and by writing a
short story in the extension activity.

This lesson plan engages kinesthetic learners by 
providing a tactile experience in which students
get to create their own work of art and/or write 
a short story in the extension activity.

assessmenT is conducTed regularly ThroughouT 
This lesson Through group discussions. 
for alTernaTives, The link below will Take you 
To a documenT wiTh a comprehensive lisT of
assessmenT opTions. Though They are geared more 
Towards visual arTs, They can be alTered or used 
for oTher curriculums, such as ela and science/
Technology.
hTTps://uploads.ThearTofeducaTion.edu/2016/03/
ulTimaTe-assessmenT-guide.pdf

Exit slips are also a great strategy for 
assessment at the end of a lesson. For these 
slips, have students respond to the following 
questions:
1. Write one thing you learned today
2. Write one question you have about today’s

lesson
3. Did you enjoy the lesson activities?

© 2022 Beyond Walls, Inc. All rights reserved.

https://uploads.theartofeducation.edu/2016/03/Ultimate-Assessment-Guide.pdf


Contact Us

References

hTTps://www.discoverpuerTorico.com/arTicle/
sTreeT-arT-Tour-sanTurce

hTTps://arTsandculTure.google.com/
sTory/puerTo-rico-The-sum-of-iTs-arTs/
zgvxcwn880y5yw?hl=en

hTTps://www.bbc.com/Travel/arTicle/20140616-
where-colonial-meeTs-conTroversial

This lesson plan was created as a tool to help 
teachers inocroprate street art into their
curriculum. If there is anything you liked or wish 
to see added, email us at 
admin@beyond-walls.org

Visit Us At

 @beyondwallslynn

 @beyondwallslynn

or aT our websiTe beyondwalls.org
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Lesson Form

1. What is the first thing you notice about this mural? Why?

2. Look closely at the David Zayas mural. List three to five things in the mural that you think might
be symbols.

3. What does the rooster symbolize in Zayas’ work?

4. You’ve identified things that Zayas included in his mural. Based on the overall message of the
mural, what do you think they could symbolize?

Name:

Date:




